Forensic considerations of pregnancy-related maternal deaths: an overview.
During the 20th century, risks to women associated with childbirth in developed countries have been dramatically reduced on account of many factors that include technological advancements in obstetrical care, greater access to health services and fewer births occurring at the extremes of women's reproductive age span. However, pregnancy-related maternal deaths continue to be a major health concern in developing countries. In the year 2005, an estimated 536,000 women died of maternal causes worldwide of which 86% occurred in sub-Saharan Africa and South Asia and less than 1% in more developed countries. The large regional differences in maternal deaths demonstrate that most of these deaths are preventable. It is nevertheless important to monitor patterns of pregnancy-related mortality and serious morbidity and to be sensitive to what observed patterns or changes may tell us in order to continue to safeguard women during this critical period and the monitoring process must begin with ascertainment of the accuracy of routine reporting of deaths associated with pregnancy and childbirth. We examine the pregnancy-related maternal deaths with a forensic view point.